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Lay Summary:
Dr. David Johnson had a leadership role in CPRIT prior to his recruitment to Texas.
Accordingly, CPRIT played a significant part in his attraction to Texas, but no CPRIT funds
were requested to support his efforts. As a major administrative leader at The University
of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, he will continue to provide an administrative
overview to the Division of Hematology/Oncology and advice and direction to the
Simmons Comprehensive Cancer Center. Based on his ongoing efforts to develop and
validate targeted drugs, Dr. Johnson will lead efforts to further develop early phase
clinical trials in lung cancer and related disciplines.
Dr. Johnson is an international authority in the biology and treatment of lunch cancer. In
his capacity as Chairman of the Department of Internal Medicine and leader of the
Campus Cancer Initiatives he will focus on developing an academic base for the clinical
trials initiatives so important to treatment of cancer and the citizens of Texas and the
United States.
Dr. Johnson is the Donald W. Seldin Distinguished Chair in Internal Medicine and
Chairman of the Department of Internal Medicine at The University of Texas
Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas Texas. He is a member of the ABIM Board of
Directors and serves as the Chair of the ABIM Subspecialty Board for Medical Oncology.
From 1983 until 2010 Dr. Johnson was a member of the faculty at the Vanderbilt
University Medical School where he held the Cornelius A. Craig Chair of Medical &
Surgical Oncology and served as the Director of the Division of Hematology and Medical
Oncology and Deputy Director of the Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center.
Dr. Johnson's research interests involve the study of the biology of lung cancer and
improving the treatment of this and other solid tumors. He played a key role in the
development of the new targeted drugs bevacizurnab (Avastin®) and erlotinib
(Tarceva®) both of which are now FDA approved for the treatment of lung cancer. He
has authored over 330 peer reviewed articles, 40 book chapters and edited four oncology
textbooks. In 2004-2005 , Dr. Johnson served as President of the American Society of
Clinical Oncology (ASCO) during which time he helped advance ASCO's quality of care
activity known as the Quality Oncology Practice Initiative (or QOPl®). QOPI® was
subsequently adopted as a Practice Improvement Module for diplomates seeking to
maintain their certification in medical oncology. He was instrumental in establishing
ASCO's Cancer Survivorship Program. Dr. Johnson also has served on the Food and Drug

Administration's Oncology Drug Advisory Committee, as chairman of the Thoracic
Committee of the Eastern Cooperative Oncology Group and on the Board of Directors of
the National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN), the International Association for
the Study of Lung Cancer (IASLC) and the LiveSTRONG Foundation.

