
































































 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

February 20, 2018 
 
Members of the Oversight Committee  
Cancer Prevention & Research Institute of Texas  
1701 North Congress Avenue, Suite 6-127 
Austin, TX  78701 
 
Dear CPRIT Oversight Committee Members,  
 
Thank you for your continued leadership of the Cancer Prevention & Research 
Institute of Texas, which has given new hope to cancer patients and their families – 
and has placed Texas at the forefront of the fight against cancer.   
 
As organizations that are committed to pressing forward in this fight, we are 
concerned about the projected funding reductions for CPRIT in the next budget 
cycle and beyond.  
 
As voter-approved bond authority begins to run out in the next biennium, the funds 
available to continue CPRIT’s work will drop precipitously. Not only does this 
pending funding cliff jeopardize the ongoing work of the groundbreaking research 
happening in Texas, but it also places at risk the many Texans who are benefitting 
from lifesaving prevention and early detection services.  
 
We know we don’t have to convince you of the importance of the work CPRIT is 
doing. Where we need your support is in giving Texans the opportunity to have a 



debate about whether this work should continue, rather than simply allowing 
funding to come to an end.  
 
This debate must happen in the next session of the Texas Legislature if we hope to 
address the pending funding cliff before we reach the bottom.  
 
The ability to secure level funding for CPRIT next session (or to even have the 
debate in any substantial way) is dependent upon CPRIT’s Legislative 
Appropriations Request (LAR) including an exceptional item to request the 
difference between the reduced bond-backed amount available and the amount 
needed to maintain CPRIT’s current annual budget of $300 million. 
 
We consider it imperative that CPRIT include this exceptional item in its LAR, and 
we urge you to take this necessary action to give advocates the opportunity to 
earnestly address this issue with lawmakers.  
 
Again, thank you for your lifesaving work on behalf of all Texans, and for your 
consideration of this request.  
 
On behalf of the Texas Cancer Partnership,  
 
 
 
Cam Scott 
Senior Director, Government Relations – Texas 
American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network 
512-573-5356 
 
 
cc: Wayne Roberts, CEO  




